
Rooftop Access Case Study
Snohomish County PUD
Everett, Washington



Situation

Snohomish County Public Utility District
(SnoPUD), located in Everett, Washington, 
installed a new rooftop Air Handling Unit 
(AHU). 

Facilities personnel needed safe access 
to the AHU for inspections, servicing, and 
repair. In addition to ingress and egress, 

maintenance crews needed room on the 
platform walkways to bring equipment 
and tools and to work on the AHU itself.

Work Safe Access was awarded the 
project. The challenge was to design, 
manufacture, and install a customized 
rooftop access that would meet OSHA 
standards.

Project Specs

Work Safe Access 
provided OSHA-compliant 
customized access systems 
for Snohomish County PUD.

• 17 Platforms
• 4 OSHA Stairs
• 1 Ships Ladder
• Chain-Rail
• Guardrails



Unique Challenges

Access Needs

SnoPUD needed enable safe, OSHA 
compliant access to the new AHU 
located on the roof. 

SnoPUD operates year round in the 
Pacifi c Northwest. The access units 
would need to stand up to slippery 
weather conditions. 

Jessica Raab Holmgren, Project 
Manager for Facilities, Engineering, and 
Grounds at SnoPUD, contacted Work 
Safe Access for an engineering site 
review of the rooftop. 

While it is standard to design for cost, it 
was a requirement to provide a solution 
with multiple exits for fl ow and ease of 
use.

Other areas on the roof needed to be 
avoided, such as an electrical panel yet 
the system had to be designed to meet 
the electrical accessibility code. 

The access system also needed to be 
designed and installed in such a way 
that the newer rubberized roof would 
not sustain any punctures. 



The modular access system saved 
Snohomish County PUD the cost 
of renting a crane and the labor to 
operate it. Materials were hauled up 
via the elevator to the rooftop where 
installers received and assembled 
the system with expedience. 

Results
Fully Compliant, Customized Access Solutions

Work Safe Access provided a site survey and 
recommendations. Special considerations for 
existing equipment, ingress and egress, work 
space, and roof composition were addressed. 
The installation was completed within 4 hours.

In any weather condition, staff must be able to 
quickly and safely access the AHU with ease.  
Perforated, self-draining aluminum treads and 
platforms eliminate pooling and provide a non-
slip surface, even in the notoriously wet Pacifi c 
Northwest.

Work Safe Access solutions are designed to 
provide the secure work space and the safest 
environment possible.

“I trust Work Safe Access to provide 
sensible, safe solutions. I recommend 
Work Safe Access to anyone needing a 
modular, cost-effective and compliant 
access system. Thank you, Work Safe 
Access, for another job well done!”

— Jessica Raab Holmgren
Project Manager,
Facilities, Engineering, and Grounds
Snohomish County Public Utilities District

3902 B Street NW
Suite B
Auburn, WA 98001

sales@worksafeaccess.com
(866) 935-9255
worksafeaccess.com


