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Situation

Snohomish County Public Utility District 
(SnoPUD), located in Everett, Washington, 
needed customized, IBC-compliant 
aluminum access  walkways, platforms, 
railing, stairs, and customized Dumpster 
Access units. 

SnoPUD has 1,025 employees and it 
serves 325,000 electric customers and 
20,000 water customers in Washington 

throughout a 2,200 square mile 
area within Snohomish County and 
neighboring Camano Island. SnoPUD 
facilities are located on approximately 
50 acres with 10 different sites housing 
multiple buildings, annexes, and 
industrial structures. 

Project Specs

Work Safe Access 
provided IBC-compliant 
and OSHA-compliant 
customized access 
systems for Snohomish 
County PUD.

• 6 Platforms
• 2 IBC Stairs
• 2 OSHA Stairs
• Chain-Rail
• Guardrails
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Unique Challenges

Access Needs

SnoPUD needed to update or create safe, 
IBC-compliant access to three main areas 
for employees and public. 

SnoPUD operates year round in the 
Pacifi c Northwest. They required rugged 
access solutions that would not weaken 
like wood solutions, or rust like steel 
solutions. The access units would need to 
stand up to slippery weather conditions. 

Jessica Raab Holmgren, Project Manager 
for Facilities, Engineering, and Grounds at 
SnoPUD, contacted Work Safe Access for 
an engineering site review of three critical 
areas: the generators, the industrial 
recycling containers, and a publicly-
accessible loading dock.

Generators

There are two 10’ x 22’ generators 
situated on elevated concrete. The 
SnoPUD generators provide backup 
power and operate constantly 
throughout the year. 

The prior access solution included mobile 
ladders for maintenance personnel to 
access certain areas of the generators.

Because of the generator size, SnoPUD 
needed a customized platform for 
maintenance access and servicing at any 
time of year. 

Additionally, the location of the air-
handling unit created an unusual access 
barrier and required a customized safety 
access solution.

Dumpsters

The SnoPUD site also contains several  
out-sized commercial dumpsters. 

SnoPUD needed two customized 
versions of the Work Safe Access 
Dumpster Access products to enable 
workers safe access to the dumpster 
units. 

The custom Dumpster Access units 
replaced outdated steel stairs.

Loading Dock

Other SnoPUD access needs included an 
IBC-compliant 6-tread stair leading to a 
43”-high loading  dock platform. 
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Results
Safe, All-Weather Customized Access Solutions

Work Safe Access provided a site survey 
and recommendations. There were several 
customizations and retro-fi tting that were 
included in the project. All access systems were 
manufactured and installed in less than one 
week from the receipt of the project order.

Constant generator uptime is mission-critical for 
SnoPUD. In any weather condition, staff must be 
able to quickly and safely access the massive 
machinery with ease. Perforated, self-draining 
aluminum treads and platforms eliminate 
pooling and provide a non-slip surface.

Work Safe Access solutions are designed to 
provide the safest environment possible.

“Work Safe Access knew exactly how to 
meet our needs. We’re extremely satisfi ed 
with the results. Their service and 
solutions are outstanding!” 

— Jessica Raab Holmgren
Project Manager,
Facilities, Engineering, and Grounds
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